Voter Registration Tactics

· Plan ahead.  It is easier to register voters at schools, churches, malls or retail stores if you have a friendly local connection to help you get in. Constantly look for them and plan ahead.  Respect the rules set out for you at that site, because you will want to return.

· Register anyone who approaches you and wants to register—respect their right to vote

· Target your activities to communities or organizations that more likely to have people in your targeted demographic (youth, women, African Americans, etc).

· When asking if someone is registered to vote, sound cheerful and look them in the eye. 

· Talk to everyone.  Engage people proactively to get them to register.  

· Play things by ear.  In some places (schools, grocery stores, etc) arranging to get a voter registration table is the best way to reach people.  In other places, it’s best to just wing it.

· Provide volunteer/staff with a badge or sticker that shows people that are with your campaign.  

· Always be respectful. 

Sample Voter Registration Rap:

What to say:

First ask, “Hello, are you registered to vote at your CURRENT address?” 

AND follow up with “Have you voted in the LAST FOUR YEARS?”

THEN, “Are you planning vote on Nov. 4th?” 

Engage any supporters you find and get them involved with the campaign.  Carry a volunteer sign-up sheet that they can record their contact information on.

What not to say:

Don’t say anything rude or negative.

Good Voter Registration Sites:

· High traffic areas (beauty/barber shops, grocery stores, malls, Laundromats)

· Blind-knocking (apartment buildings and houses) in friendly neighborhoods

· Bus or subway stops, parking lots (Get on the buses!)

· Local community events, concerts or sporting events

· Churches 

· Schools, colleges, young people hangouts

· Anywhere people would stand or be waiting, like the DMV, movie theater, or gas station

· Local community meetings or centers

· Community organizations

· Box Stores- Target/Wal-mart/Family Dollar/Costco

· Local Plants/Factory--  During shift changes

· Locations determined by your volunteer team/ local staff

· Events that your Campaign organizes

Helpful Hints when conducting Voter Registration 
· Make sure the form is filled out correctly. Make sure it has their birth date, Social Security or Driver’s License number, all boxes are checked, etc. 

· Get their phone number so we can follow up if there are questions or missing info.

· If you are asked to leave the place you are registering voters, don’t sweat it and be accommodating. Try the parking lot or move on.

· If someone doesn’t want to give you their form with their personal info, tell them it’s to make things easier—you’ll turn it in for them or you’ll make sure they fill it out correctly. 

· If someone is unsure if they are registered (they moved or haven’t voted in a long time), tell them there is no harm in re-reregistering—it is better to be safe than sorry.

· If updating address – and registrant cannot recall prior address – ask them to complete what they can, the street name, or city or county – that will be helpful.

· Only blue or black pens can be used.

· Make copies of all Voter Registration Forms so that you record data before turning form into the election office.  
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